Bells 

No one thought to set off Capitol Hill’s 
Sen. Robert A. Taft Memorial Carillon 
on Wednesday. It was an unfortunate 
oversight, for history has rarely 
recorded a greater day for the cause 
that dominated the late Ohio legislator’s 
life. * 

All his long and distinguished Wash- 
ington career. Sen. Taft fought for at 
least parity between the Congress and 
the presidency. As Franklin D. 
Roosevelt dominated American 
government many of those years, the 
senator lost more battles than he won. 

This week and, by coincidence, on a 
single day, the Senate and the House 
•sharply exposed the rapidly declining 
power of the lame-duck Ronald Reagan. 
Unfortunately for the memory of the 
senator, who enjoyed being called “Mr. 
Republican,” the president whose wings 
were further clipped belongs to the 
Grand Old Party. 

Mr. Reagan’s greatest set-back this 
week was entirely his own doing. On a 
unanimous vote, the Senate confirmed 
Calfomia appeals court Judge Anthony 
M. Kennedy as the next associate 
justice of the United States. 

With little fanfare and only spluttering 
opposition, Judge Kennedy Inherits the 
Supreme Court seat the White House 
f had reserved for Judge Robert A. Bork, 

I or some other suitable symbo l of con- 
\ servative force. But, as Iwrote before 
Judge Bork’s confirmation process 
began, an attempt to impose any symbol 
was doomed to failure at the hands of 
the Senate’s newly won Democratic 
majority. 

TTie Bork disaster became a fiasco 
when the White House scrambled and 
came up with the name of Judge Doug- 
las H. Ginsburg, another symbol whose 
non-existent chances turned to ashes 
with the admission he had smoked 
marijuana. 

In putting forth Judge Kennedy, Mr. 
Reagan made no prior claims on the 
California jurist as his kind of man. 

-Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s praise 
T . before casting his vote for the man with 
the same name (but no relation) must 
have been particularly galling for Mr. 
Reagan and arch-conservatives like 
Sen. Strom Thurmond, who had been in 
the forefront of Judge Bork’s losing 
effort. 

Later the same day, on the other side 
of the Hill, House Democrats managed 
to fashion a close defeat for the presi- 
dent’s “pet” foreign policy project, the 




Nicaraguan conuraa. 

The loss, no real surprise, came after 
the nation’s three major television 
networks had flatly denied Mr. 
Reagan’s request to plead the Contras 
case to the general public the night 
before. Observers were hard-pressed to 
find any parallel instance that 
approached the communications giants 
slap in the face to the man once known 
as “the Great Communicator.” 

I To add to the administration’s woes, 
hopes for avoiding an international 
conference on the Middle East virtually 
ended when Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir announced, this week, 
new settlements in the troubled West 
Bank would not be postponed, as the U. 
S. State Department had asked. 

At any rate, symptomatic of the 
current leadership crisis in this country, 
Washington’s proposals failed to reflect 
the need for some.immediate action to 
end the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied territories, which claimed 



three more lives this week and resulted 
in the firebombing of an Israeli settler’s 
car. If the badly burned victim dies, 
then the violence can be expected to 
dramatically increase. 

In other words, the evidence mounts 
that the White House is fostering 
another defeat for America abroad, and 
to its own prestige, to be added to this 
week’s losses. 

The “Dark Days” I foresaw for the 
republic in November are turning into a 
deepening gloom. We face months with 
a president who continues to display 
little touch for the common good, 
domestically or in this nation’s great 
responsibilities abroad. 

I At the very least, Mr. Reagan should 
have devoted the power he still pos- 
sesses to seeking a postponement on the 
Contras’ funding. The anU-Sandinista 
forces will not go broke tomorrow. 
f Adopting the slogan “Give peace a “ 
| chance” would have almost certainly 
enabled the president to win a delay 
from the deeply divided House. It would 
have taken heat off the members and 
enabled the threat of future funding Jo 
I act as a stick to both sides in the Central 
America negotiations currently under 
way. 

_ However, as with Judge Bork, Mr. 





tteagan ieu uic uetju wj try ana employ 
muscle on a reluctant Congress, to show 
the world he was still “boss” in Wash- 
ington. In both instances, the presi- 
dent’s frantic maneuverings served 
chiefly to highlight his present weak- 
ness. 

The networks’ decline of his request to 
address the American people seems, in 
retrospect, an ill-disguised favor to the 
embattled man in the Oval Office. At 
least he was saved the embarrassment 
of making a big pitch and still winding 
up on the wrong side in the next day’s 
vote. 

Since the past, however fresh, cannot 

I be changed, today’s hope must rest with 
Mr. Reagan turning his thoughts and 
energies to the Middle East. The situa- 
tion commands the kind of urgency the 
White House sought to impose on the 
. Contras’ vote. 

In his closing months, with no need to 
face political exigencies again, Ronald 
Reagan has a singular opportunity to 
regain the leadership role' in that 
unhappy region his s uccessors threw 

I away. In fact, there has T>eeiTno U.S. 
policy in the Middle East since Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s days in the White 
House. 

But then, Mr. Elsenhower had the 
advantage over all his successors. He 
worked with a Capitol Hill largely 
shaped by the ideals and the labors of 
I Sen. Robert A. Taft, who believed in 
j independence for this nation, as well as 
his beloved Congress. Neither man was 
perfect, but both the late president and 
senator demonstrated integrity and a 
devotion to this nation’s best. interests 
and in a bi-partisan way, when called 
for. 

The ultimate failure of Ronald 
Reagan may be his unwillingness to 
hear those clear voices from his own 
party’s immediate history. If the means 
existed, I would order the ringing of the 
Taft carillon morning and night, until 
the bells’ ffessage drowned out the 
present confusion in the White House. 
They might help our lame-dutfk presi- 
dent to regain that lost vision, of this 
nation and the world. 



